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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A digital audio playback device (DAPD) comgJrising: 
an external interface capable of being /Coupled to a 
connected processing system, said connected processing system 
capable of executing a user interface application program that 
accesses and controls said digital audio yplayback device via 
said external interface; 



7 a memory coupled to said e^cternal interface capable of 

8 storing a reverse DAPD appli catio^ pr ggramm inq interface (API) ; 
h 9 and 

yiO a processor coupled^ to said memory and said external 

fl.1 interface and capable of es^cuting said reverse DAPD API, said 

^.2 reverse DAPD API capable/of causing said processor to access and 

^3 control a user interf^e associated with said user interface 

g.4 application programAnd displayed on a monitor screen associated 

15 with said connected processing system. 



1 2. Th^ digital audio playback device as set forth in 

2 Claim 1 wherein said reverse DAPD API comprises executable 

3 instructions capable of communicating with and controlling an 

4 opera^on of said user interface application program. 
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1 3. The digital audio playback device as set forth ii 

2 Claim 1 wherein said reverse DAPD API comprises first daj 

3 associated with a manufacturer of said digital audio playback 

4 device . 
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4. The digital audio playback device a/s set forth in 
Claim 3 wherein said reverse DAPD API is capable of causing said 
processor to access and control at least /a portion of said user 
interface to display said first data ir/ said at least a portion 
of said user interface displayed on s4id monitor screen. 

5. The digital audio playback device as set forth in 
Claim 4 wherein said first da^a comprises a graphics file 
comprising a logo image associated with said manufacturer, 

6. The digital Audio playback device as set forth in 
Claim 4 wherein saLd first data comprises a Universal Resource 
Locator (URL) associated with an Internet web site associated 
with said manufacturer. 



1 1. A processing system comprising: 

2 /an external interface capable of being coupled to a 

3 connected digital audio playback device, said connected digital 
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4 audio playback device capable of playing audio files stored/an 

5 said digital audio playback device; / 

6 a memory coupled to said external interface ^capable of 

7 storing a user interface application program that a^esses and 

8 controls said digital audio playback device via s4id external 

9 interface and capable of storing a reverse DABD application 

10 programming interface (API); and / 

11 a processor coupled to said m^arfory and said external 

12 interface and capable of executing sad/d user interface 

l|3 application program and said reverse DAPD API, said reverse DAPD 

;^g.4 API capable of communicating witK said digital audio playback 

ul5 device and enabling said digit/al audio playback device to access 

^6 and control a user interfaae associated with said user interface 

^7 application program and displayed on a monitor screen associated 

^8 with said processing system. 

1 8. The prjafcessing system as set forth in Claim 7 wherein 

2 said reverse DAPD API comprises executable instructions capable 

3 of communioating with and controlling an operation of said user 

4 interface application program. 

1 / ^* "^^^ processing system as set forth in Claim 7 wherein 

2 s4id reverse DAPD API comprises first data associated with a 
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3 manufacturer of said digital audio playback device. / 

1 10. The processing system as set forth in /Claim 9 wherein 

2 said reverse DAPD API is capable of enabling ysaid digital audio 

3 playback device to access and control at Least a portion of said 

4 user interface to display said first da^ in said at least a 

5 portion of said user interface displayed on said monitor screen. 

ipl 11. The processing system/as set forth in Claim 10 wherein 

Oi2 said first data comprises a araphics file comprising a logo 

f =^ 3 image associated with said/manufacturer. 

1 12. The processing system as set forth in Claim 10 wherein 

2 2 said first data compnrises a Universal Resource Locator (URL) 
w / 

□ 3 associated with an Internet web site associated with said 

4 manufacturer. / 

1 13. For use in association with a digital audio playback 

2 device (/DAPD) and a processing system capable of being connected 

3 to the^ digital audio playback device, a method of displaying 

4 information on a monitor screen of the connected processing 

5 s/stem, the method comprising the steps of: 

6 / executing in the connected processing system a user 
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7 interface application program that accesses and controls the 

8 digital audio playback device; and / 

9 executing a reverse DAPD application programming 

10 interface (API), wherein the step of executing the/reverse DAPD 

11 API enables the digital audio playback device to access and 

12 control a user interface associated with the/user interface 

13 application program and displayed on a monitor screen associated 

14 with the connected processing system* / 

C^l 14. The method as set forth/in Claim 13 wherein the 

%i2 reverse DAPD API comprises executable instructions capable of 

J^^3 communicating with and controlling an operation of the user 

^4 interface application pr/z^ram. 

fpl 15. The method as set forth in Claim 13 wherein the 

□2 reverse DAPD APl/comprises first data associated with a 

3 manufacturer yf the digital audio playback device. 

1 16./ The method as set forth in Claim 15 wherein the step 

2 of executing the reverse DAPD API comprises the substep of 

3 accessing and controlling at least a portion of the user 

4 interface displayed on the monitor screen. 
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1 17, The method as set forth in Claim 16 wherein the step 

2 of executing the reverse DAPD API comprises the substep of/ 

3 displaying the first data in the at least a portion of Vne user 

4 interface. / 

1 18. The method as set forth in Claim 17 wherein the first 

2 data comprises a graphics file comprising a logo image 

3 associated with the manufacturer. / 

^1 19. The method as set forth in odaim 17 wherein the first 

ffl2 data comprises a Universal Resource/Locator (URL) associated 

)^;3 with an Internet web site associated with the manufacturer. 

Ul 20. For use in association with a digital audio playback 

'ffi2 device (DAPD) and a processing system capable of being connected 

□3 to the digital audio playback device, computer-executable 

4 instructions stored/on a removable storage medium readable by 

5 said processing system, the computer-executable instructions 

6 comprising a mexhod of displaying information on a monitor 

7 screen of th^ connected processing system, the method comprising 

8 the steps yof : 

9 / executing in the connected processing system a user 
10 inte3?Tace application program that accesses and controls the 
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11 digital audio playback device; and / 

12 executing a reverse DAPD application programmi/ng 

13 interface (API), wherein the step of executing the reverse DAPD 

14 API enables the digital audio playback device to access and 

15 control a user interface associated with the use/ interface 

16 application program and displayed on a monitor screen associated 

17 with the connected processing system. / 

1 21. The computer-executable in^ructions stored on a 

<Q2 removable storage medium as set f/frth in Claim 20 wherein the 

y - / 

C3 reverse DAPD API comprises exe^table instructions capable of 

'^4 communicating with and cont;ralling an operation of the user 
W / 

J" 5 interface application program, 

?^ / 

ml 22, The compuj^r-executable instructions stored on a 

p2 removable storage^ medium as set forth in Claim 20 wherein the 

3 reverse DAPD API comprises first data associated with a 

4 manufacture^/ of the digital audio playback device. 

1 23/ The computer-executable instructions stored on a 

2 removable storage medium as set forth in Claim 22 wherein the 

3 step of executing the reverse DAPD API comprises the substep of 

4 /accessing and controlling at least a portion of the user 
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interface displayed on the monitor screen, 



24. The computer-executable i^^structions stored on a 
removable storage medium as sep^orth in Claim 23 wherein the 
step of executing the rev^zfse DAPD API comprises the substep of 
displaying the first d^ta in the at least a portion of the user 
interface . 
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